[Forensic chemistry: analytical developments and pharmacological aspects].
Analytical development within the field of forensic chemistry has been dominated by the increasing application of mass spectrometry techniques combined with gas or liquid chromatography, all of which improve analytical specificity and sensitivity. The impact of accreditation of standardized method validation is another important aspect. Pharmacokinetic interactions and genetic variation of the cytochrome P450 system are considered in relation to the risk of intoxication with psychoactive drugs. The role of P-glycoprotein in the distribution of drugs over the blood-brain barrier is highlighted. In conclusion, epidemiological trends in drug addiction are touched upon, and newer approaches, such as testing of hair, are considered.